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This is the month when we say thank you.

When our lives have been hit hard by eco-
nomic concerns, losses, health alerts, relation-
ship failures and fear, we rarely think to say
thank you. In fact, we want to ask WHY? Why
me? Why now? Why this?

The reason | like having a whole month de-
voted to saying thank you, is because there is
always a lesson to be learned in both the good
and the difficulties of life. When my marriage
ended, sixteen years ago, | wondered if I'd
ever smile again. When my dearest friend in
the world died suddenly, | thought there was
no chance of feeling happy again. When my
first child went off to college, | didn’t see any
ending to my tears.

And then, God’s divine grace swept into my
heart. Through God’s grace, | became a leader
and healer in the domestic violence arena.
Through God’s grace, | became a grief coun-
selor and healer for people who have experi-
enced loss. Through God’s grace, | am prepar-
ing for my second child to leave home as an
adult, and | know my tears will end.

Some might call this “Making lemonade out of
lemons.” | call it grace. In God'’s graces, we
can be thankful for everything that happens in
our lives.
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Because in God'’s grace, no difficulty is too
much for us to handle; no heartache is too se-
vere for us to mend; no pain is beyond God’s
heavenly touch.

Thank you for the last four years of trust and
growth. You are my spiritual guides!
Sincerely yours,

Rev. Laura
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Special Pull Out Page for Advent and Christmas Happenings!
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A Story from the book
“The Grace Awakening”
by Charles Swindoll:
During his days as president, Thomas
Jefferson and a group of companions were
traveling across the country on horseback. They
came to a river which had left its banks because
of a recent downpour. The swollen river had
washed the bridge away. Each rider was forced
to ford the river on horseback, fighting for his life
against the rapid currents. The very real
possibility of death threatened each rider, which
caused a traveler who was not part of their
group to step aside and watch.

After several had plunged in and made it
to the other side, the stranger asked President
Jefferson if he would ferry him across the river.
The president agreed without hesitation. The
man climbed on, and shortly thereafter the two
of them made it safely to the other side.

As the stranger slid off the back of the
saddle onto dry ground, one in the group asked
him, “Tell me, why did you select the president
to ask this favor of?”

The man was shocked, admitting he had
no idea it was the president who had helped
him. “All I know,” he said, “is that on some of
your faces was written the answer ‘No,” and on
some of them was the answer ‘yes.’ His was a
Yes face.”
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CHANGE OF
LOCATION
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en’s Nite Out!

Wom
Women'’s Nite
Out scheduled for November 17 will now be
held at Tabernacle Church. We will gather at
6:00pm to view the documentary “Traces of the
Trade” and at 6:45pm we will share in a pot luck
dinner. Please bring a dish to share. RSVP to
Liz in the church office.
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From Christians in Hawaii to Buddhists in
Connecticut, and from Jews in New York to
Muslims in Wisconsin, people of all walks of
faith are finding a myriad of ways to care for the
environment, states a first-of-its-kind report from
the Sierra Club.

According to the report, “Faith in Action:
Communities of Faith Bring Hope for the
Planet,” 67 percent of Americans said they care
about the environment because it is God’s
creation.

Highlighting faith-based environmental initiatives
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico, the report praises the “breadth,
depth and diversity of spiritually motivated
grassroots efforts to protect the planet.” The 36
page report highlights different programs, from
the efforts of Episcopalians to restrict oil drilling
in the Artic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska to
a large-scale recycling program at a Southern
Baptist megachurch near Orlando, Florida.

The document said faith communities are
leading a new eco-conscious wave that is rolling
across the nation, “greening” all areas of
religious and secular life. Reducing carbon
emissions, protecting endangered species and
launching energy-awareness campaigns are
just some of the efforts being made.

The study is the latest indicator of a fledgling
alliance between environmental groups and
religious institutions, even as some conservative
religious groups remain skeptical about the
causes of and concerns over climate change.

“Lasting social change rarely takes place
without the active engagement of communities
of faith.” the report said. RNS

Reprinted from “The Christian Century” October 21, 2008
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An Intergenerational Event sponsored by your Christian Education Committee.
Crafts for Children, Tree ornaments, Narcissus bulbs, Crafts for Adults, Advent
Wreath. Please speak with Cyndy Collins or members of the CE Committee, if
you have a craft to share. Bring a plate of your favorite Christmas Cookies to
share. Everyone is invited to come!
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Join Rev. Biddle on Monday mornings, December 1, 8, 15 and 22 at
7:30am. Start your week in conversation with God and one another. The
Theme is “God’s Daughter’s.”
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If you haven’t studied scripture with friends at Tabernacle this is a great
opportunity to quench your spirit during the hectic holiday season. We
meet on Thursdays evenings during Advent beginning December 4 and
will continue on December 11, and 18 at 6:30pm in the Ministers Study.
The Theme is “Spirit and Soul.”

3 89 & 3 8

We will also hold a “Adult Sunday School” Bible Study. Join us on
Sunday’s beginning November 30 and running through December 21 from
11:30am-12:15pm. Each week we will read and discuss the Sunday Scripture passages.
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St. John's Preparatory School Annual Festive Chris  tmas Concert
Featuring the 75-voice Men's Chorus, Travel Choir, and Chamber Ensemble

Traditional Joyous Music of the Season will perform in the Sanctuary on
Wednesday, December 17 at 7:30 pm  All welcome - Free!
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3’" Our ever so popular Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held during the

‘, worship service in our sanctuary. Don’t miss this spectacular presentation
vx%J) put on by all the children of the church
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Come join us as we continue preparing for Christ’s birth The sanctuary
will be filled with beautiful red and white poinsettias, which are given in
memory of or in honor of our loved ones, and there will be special music!

Christmas Sunday Worship

m L A ((3 < & 6!
Holiday Cheer can be difficult if you’'ve experienced loss. This Worship
Blue Christmas Service will be an opportunity to light candles, sing songs and remember

T the ones you love. Expressions of sadness and grief can find a home at
SN this Blue Christmas Worship Service

4) (4 ( (7 6< & "6"
This Christmas Eve Service is designed especially for young children and their
families. It will feature Christmas Carols, Puppets, Story Telling and

Candlelighting. Please join us and tell your friends. Chﬁshnasi'éfﬂsﬁrﬁfﬂ
Eve s | H
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We love Christmas Eve at Tabernacle! Our beautiful sanctuary will
be decorated with poinsettias, luminaries, candles and wreaths. But
mostly we love to sing Christmas Carols with people, friends!

Please join us on this festive evening to sing, to pray, to hear the
Christmas Story and to welcome God into the world!

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



*+( 1
4) (
7
<

Greetings and Salutations!

We are well into the school year. The children
are enjoying their Sunday school classes. We
have the following folks in our classes: Brenda
Murtaugh and Brianna Bennett in the Nursery,
and they do a variety of free play and directed
easy crafts with our toddlers. Cyndy Collins and
Hannah Dionne in the Pre-K and Kindergarten
class use a curriculum of Bible stories, singing
and Godly Play. Kayla Bentas, Michele Parr
and Beth Currier in the 1°" and 2"° grades
classroom use Godly Play stories and
occasional lessons from Bible Stories for All
Ages, a lectionary based story and craft
curriculum. Tina Scott in the 3", 4™ and 5™
grades is teaching the children Bible Basics.
This curriculum uses a variety of techniques
including reading and games to teach the
children the parts of the Bible, how to use the
Bible and why the Bible is so important in our
lives. Joe Bennett in the Middle School is
leading discussions about Islam and the Muslim
religion this fall. The children have requested
learning about the Amish faith as well. Anne
Bogan and Karen Murray in the high school use
Bible passages to explore, lead and discuss
topics of interest to our high school children,
including homelessness, hunger, and other
justice issues. We are thrilled to have these
dedicated folks teaching our children. As
always, parents are welcome to sit in on a class
and find out what their child is learning.
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Our youth group programming for the middle
grades is off to a grand start. Mary Reardon
and Tania Skeffington are the leaders for the
PYF for grades 3 — 5. They had their first
event on October 14. Thirteen children
attended the Corn Maze at Connors Farm in
Danvers. They had a sunny warm afternoon
to spend exploring the maze. What Fun!

The JYF has met three times with leaders
John Hauber and Betsey Bennett with
assistance from Erin van de Stadt. They also
attended the Corn Maze one warm sunny
Sunday afternoon, another Sunday afternoon
they produced a fabulous Haunted House in
Emerson Hall. Those who decorated and
dressed up in ghoulish costumes had a “scary”
time. The prop room holds a wealth of
interesting items that made the hall look
spooky and scary. The robes left over from
children’s choirs of yore are well used as
costumes for this event. Those who attended
had a spooky and delightful tour with much
screaming and squirming. There was also the
annual appearance of Meat Loaf Man and a
contest to guess how many candy corn pieces
filled a glass jack o’lantern. Congratulations to
Betty Lutts who guessed the correct number
within 8! How did she do that! Put this event
into your calendar for next year. The kids do
an awesome job with the planning, the
decorating, and the story telling as they lead
their “victims” through their scary setup.

In November, PYF and JYF with their families
will meet on Tuesday, November 11, at

10:30 AM to make placemats for the North
Shore Medical Center’s patient trays on
Thanksgiving. The morning will start with a
brief memorial service to remember our
veterans, past and present. Everyone is
welcome to come and weave a placemat. We
are hoping for a large turnout of families.
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church event, on
> ﬁgﬁ%ﬁ; November 30, 2-4 PM

ends November on a high
note. Everyone is welcome to attend. As we
prepare the way for Jesus, as a child, to reenter
our hearts let the church help you prepare your
home. We will have the materials to make an
advent wreath for your home. There will be
Christmas tree ornament crafts and a variety of
holiday crafts for all ages. We ask that folks
bring a small plate of their favorite holiday
cookies to share. The CE committee will
provide drinks and paper products. If you have
a craft you would like to share speak with
Cyndy Collins who is coordinating this event.
Cyndy can be reached at ccollins1019@gmail.
com. We need about 10 different crafts.

The end of November brings the
first day of Advent. That day the
Sunday school classes will begin
preparing the annual Christmas
pageant scheduled for December
14. Catherine MacLean has
agreed to be our director with
assistance from Ellen White, Becky
Young and the teachers. On
Wednesday, November 19, at 6
PM there will be meeting for all adults interested
in helping with the pageant. Catherine has
been asking children what parts they would like
to play, so we should have a pretty good idea by
the 19™ of who will be doing what.

Program

We are hopeful that there will be song by the
Junior Choir led by Ross and his mom, Valerie
Peterson. They perform their first song on
Sunday, November 9 , as the Introit. Come
hear our children sing on Pledge Sunday.

Shalom,
Betsey
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YOUTH

PYF for grades 3 -5
with Tania Skeffington
and Mary Reardon
meets once a month. In
November the meeting
is combined with the
family event of making
tray favors for the North
Shore Medical Center
and Salem Hospital.

GROUP
* Newrs *

JYF for grades 6 -8
with John Hauber and Betsey Bennett meets
twice during November. Sundays from 3:30to 5
PM on November 9 and 23 are the two dates.
Plans are to begin a band and practice a song
to be performed at the Christmas pageant.

for a fun family

R n | l #
- event? The

Marblehead Little Theatre is producing Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Coat on
weekends November 1 — 16 at the Performing
Arts Center, Marblehead Middle School, 217
Pleasant St. For details and ticket information
go to www.m-|-t.org or call 781-631-9697, M/W/
F12-2PMor T/TH 9 -12.

> 8> 2

Are you looking

9,72 4 (2

CE Action Group Committee meets Thursday,
November 6 at 7 PM in the youth room.

Teachers meet Sunday, November 9 at 9 AM in
the youth room. Muffins and juice provided.

@ e@r @
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The Entertainment Committee
is of Tabernacle Church is
organizing another concert
outing for the Spring. It will be
on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009
at 3:00pm. We will go to Emmanuel Church on
Newbury Street in Boston to view Bach’s

“St. Matthew Passion” If there is enough
interest we could do a brunch at a nearby
restaurant beforehand. The cost for the concert
is $25.00. Please email at
JoelRichardson@verizon.net if you are
interested in going or have any questions.

Rev. Biddle invites all High
School students to join her at
our first Bi-weekly gathering
on Sunday, November 2
from 11:30am-12:45pm , in
the youth room. At our first meeting we will
choose 2 mission projects for us. Also, we will
order pizza, so please bring $5.00 for the pizza.
At the other Sunday gatherings we will meet
from 11:30am-12:30pm.

4) (4 ((
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Board of Deacons <
Mid-Week Pause
) Tuesday evenings
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from 5:30 to 6:15 in

the Bride’s Room, which is just to your right as
you enter the church from Washington Street.
The Pause is an opportunity to catch your
spiritual breath during the week. We gather for
silent meditation at 5:30 and then Rev. Laura
provides a prayer service that includes poetry,
sharing and communion.

Have you ever wondered what it is like to ring
the church bell? Two opportunities are coming
your way very soon! On Halloween night Jim
Dillon will be overseeing bell ringing beginning
at about 9:30PM. This is just before the sound
and light show planned by the city of Salem as a
conclusion to Haunted Happenings. It's
happening right in front of Tabernacle on
Washington Street. Meet Jim at the Federal
Street door between 9:15 and 9:30. On
Saturday, November 1 we’ll be ringing the bell
again during the church fair. The bell has its
own special closet at the top of the balcony in
the sanctuary. Check it out.

The Deacons will be introducing drama in
ministry with Rev. Laura in January as part of
the sermon time. Scott Grover and Jim Dillon
are working on the first 5-7 minute presentation
for the second Sunday in January. We hope
you like this occasional addition to our services
and we will welcome your comments as we
introduce these dramatic segments.

) (<

The Children’s Christmas Pageant will hold rehearsa

Is on the following dates and times:

Sunday, November 30 during Sunday School
Wednesday, December 3 at 6:00pm (speaking parts onl y)
Sunday, December 7 during Sunday School
Wednesday, December 10 at 6:00pm (speaking parts on ly)
Dress Rehearsal Saturday December 13 at 9:30am. !

Children must report at 9:00am on Sunday, December 14!

For more information speak with Catherine MacLean or Betsey Bennett.
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It is the evening of
Wednesday, October 15,
2008, as | write this article
about Stewardship for the
November “Tidings”. The
reality is | don’t know what
CAMPAIGN will be happening two weeks
from now. Today the DOW fell 733 points and a
headline on MSNBC read, “A recession like that
of the 70’s and 80’s. The talk is of
unemployment, a tightening credit market, and
on and on.

And yet, Jack, Bridget, Shelly, Tracy,
Joshua, and | are asking you to be faithful
stewards of God'’s gifts to you in your support of
Tabernacle. We are as concerned and
uncertain as you are but we are trying to be
faithful to the call that God has given us when
we said yes to be on the Stewardship
Committee.

| think one of the most difficult things in
life is to be a people of faith when the world
around us appears to be falling apart. But this
is the time when we are most called to be a
people of faith. I'm new to Tabernacle but one
thing | know is that Tabernacle is not new, it is
old, and it has lived through many hard times.
In fact, it has lived through the Great
Depression and all the ups and downs since
then and Tabernacle is still here. It is still the
Salem Church with the Lighted Steeple.

To some degree we are an organization
just like any other organization that has to
generate income to pay our bills. Butto a
greater degree we are very, very different----we
are a people of faith. We are called by God to
be the people of God, a people of faith. There
is no other organization that is called to live into
this unique vision of the world. The Rev. Jim
Antal, President and Minister of the
Massachusetts Conference, UCC, made clear in
his opening remarks at the Stewardship
University on September 27" just what the
church’s vision is that is so unique:
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It's a vision of abundance in a world of
scarcity.

It's a vision of security in a world of fear.
A vision of generosity in a world of greed.
A vision of giving in a world of getting.

A vision of sufficiency in a world where
there’s never enough.

A vision of justice in a world that writes
off people as readily as it writes off bad
debts.

Now, more than ever, we are called to be a
people of faith. On November 9" you will be
given the opportunity to pledge your support to
Tabernacle Church. We are asking you to give
as a people of faith, to respond in gratitude to
the blessings God has given to you, to all of us.

O my Lord, you give so much. Help me to
trust you for the wealth you're holding out to me,
the light you offer for my darkness, crown for
cross.....Give me the mind of Christ that | may
offer all the last — my Lord, my God, My Life.
Amen
Kate Compston, Women of Prayer
Bill Peebles,
Tabernacle Stewardship Action Group

8 3)+9 (8

Over the past few years we
have had more than 30 women
who have knit shawls for this e
ministry. Most of you have knit ¥

more than one shawl and some have knit
several. For this we thank you. We have had a
few women who do not worship with us who
have knit one or more shawls and we would
especially like to thank them. Laurie, a friend of
Betsey Bennett; Mary Jo Bennett's Mom,
HuQuing Piemonte, Carol Curtin and Judy,
Martha Bagby'’s friend, who always has a prayer
shawl underway. Thanks to them and to all of
you for supporting this ministry that makes
those who are suffering feel your love and
prayers.
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Salem’s Church With
the Lighted Steeple
Compiled and Edited by
Catherine K. Piemonte

Tabernacle Congregational Church UCC in
Salem, MA, is publishing a book on the history
of the church from 1735-2007.

Tabernacle has a long and interesting history in
Salem, and many people have written about various
historical events over the years. With such a wealth
of information, it seemed to be a good time to collect
this material and put it all into one book.

From the beginning of the settlement of Salem, the
little First Church played a large role in the lives of
the parishioners. On August 6, 1629 they
covenanted with themselves and God to “walke
together in all his waies, according as he is pleased
to reveale himselfe.” Tabernacle still uses this
covenant in its services.

However, in 1735 there was a disagreement and the
church split into two congregations, the majority
leaving with the minister and the minority remaining
in the original church!

That majority eventually became the nucleus of the
present Tabernacle Congregational Church,
although through the years many other divisions
took place. Eventually, two of the congregations
were reunited, and today the Tabernacle family
worships in the third sanctuary, all of which have
stood on this same plot of land in Salem!

The original building, built in 1777, had a steeple
designed by Samuel Mcintire in 1805, and that
steeple contained a bell struck by Paul Revere in
1806! Eventually the bell was cracked, possibly by
being rung too strongly at a Fourth of July
celebration. Two other bells have since replaced this
original, and that story is one of the chapters in the
book.

An unusual artifact that stands in our historical room
is a small stuffed Chinese chicken, fondly known as
Koo-Koo. Her story is related to the sailing ships of
Salem, which went to the Far East and brought back
wonderful treasures from many countries.
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It may seem an odd remembrance for a church, but
when you read her story you will find that she relates
to the many mission projects that Tabernacle has
been known for throughout its history.

An ordination and commissioning service which took
place in Tabernacle Church on February 6, 1812, is
the most famous event of its almost 300 years of
existence. Rev. Samuel Worcester, the minister at
the time, was instrumental in having this service at
his church because of his work with the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The
first five young missionaries, who left these shores
for foreign lands, were commissioned here on that
day. Several of them sailed the following week, on
the Caravan, from Salem’s Derby Wharf. Adoniram
Judson, the most famous among them, spent the
remainder of his life in Burma, preaching, teaching,
and translating the Bible into Burmese.

John Punchard, an early member, and clerk of
Tabernacle Church for 40 years, wrote a one
hundred year history in 1832, at the request of the
“Proprietors of Tabernacle Church.” This remarkable
writing is included in its entirety, typed as closely as
possible to the original. We believe it is an important
document, which is now being published for the first
time.

This book was compiled and edited by Catherine K.
Piemonte, using articles written by many of the past
members of Tabernacle Church. It contains many
photographs of artifacts relating to the history of the
church, as well as pictures of each of the three
churches.

Books are available from the church at $30.00 each
plus $5.00 for postage and handling.
Checks should be made out to:
Catherine K. Piemonte and sent to
Tabernacle Congregational Church
50 Washington St.
Salem, MA 01970
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November 2: Happy
Birthday, Betsey

Love. Mom and Dadl!! The Church Steeple is lighted for the

month of November in loving
memory of Jane Harrison, loving
wife and mother. Given by Ron,
Brad and Whitney.

November 9: In loving
memory of Lucy and Roscoe Gould

by their family.

November 16: Happy Birthday Rob!
Love, your family.

November 23: In honor of Dick and Betty
Lutts’ 61st wedding anniversary!
from Betsey and Family.

Love

November 30: In honor of Aunt Cecil’'s 100th

* &
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The following members
and friends are

celebrating birthdays this

: . . month:
Birthday from Tina and Tracy Morin. November:
2 Betsey Bennett
00 & 0 '( (( 5 Scott-Glenn Tanch
%0 5 Ninette D|Io_r|o
6 Susan A. Dionne
We will be having a very special program open 7 Teagan Santo
to all members and friends of Tabernacle 8 Sarah Davin
Church on November 18" at 10:30 in the 9 Ed Curtin
Bigelow Room. Our own Holly Fulton will be 10 Brad Skeffington
presenting a one hour version of “Traces of the 14 Holly Parr
Trade”. Holly is a descendent of Tom DeWolfe, 15 Kathy Dougherty
one of the most prominent slave traders in the 15 Judy Burge
country during this dark period of United States 16 Robert Lutts
history. Holly and nine of her relatives traced 17 Rosamond Dennis
the Triangle Trade from Rhode Island to Ghana 17 Colin Dionne
to Cuba. The resulting two hour documentary 19 Richard Lutts
was featured at the Sundance and New Orleans 20 Barbara Doron
Film Festivals and was shown on WGBH in 21 Marcia Olsson
June. We are very lucky to have Holly to guide 22 Brad Ayers
us through this journey. Please join us for 23 Jane Dionne
refreshments and fellowship at 10:30 followed 24 Rev. Laura Biddle
by “Traces of the Trade ". 24 Steve Schaufler
th . 24 Lisa Lutts
On December 16™ at 11:30 we will have our 25 John Rouse
annual Christmas luncheon and Yankee Swap 26 Clayton McAlpine
at Jane Dionne’s house at 26 Columbus Ave, 28 Ann Scott
Salem Willows. Please bring a gift for the Swap 29 Tyler Skeffington
with a ten dollar maximum value. 30 Joe Piemonte

Don’t forget to save your pennies and other
change for The Heifer Project in conjunction
with the Sunday School in the Spring of 20009.
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