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Dear Members and Friends, 
Our theme this year, Trusting God, Healing 
Souls , is a reflection of the last seven years of 
ministry at Tabernacle Church. During this time, 
we have deepened our trust in what God is 
doing in the world. We have seen God’s healing 
touch in our relationships with each other. We 
have felt God’s healing breath in our bodies. We 
have been fed by God’s healing nourishment. 
And we have learned the power of sharing 
God’s healing presence beyond our borders 
through prayer, outreach and faith. 
 
Our themes for the last six years were: 
Widening The Welcome 
Rekindle the Gift of God 
Pass the Passion 
God Raised Up a Horn for the People,  
           Praise God 
Releasing the Gratitude 
Creating an Extravagant Welcome 
 
Some new initiatives that emerged during this 
time have helped us expand our healing 
ministries and connect with the broader Salem 
community: 
 
Prayer Trees, Prayer Shawls, Children’s 
Christmas Circle-of-Light, Mid-Week Pause, 
Heart & Soul Ministry, Shamrock for HAWC, 
Music with a Mission, Musique Macabre! 
U2charist, Lenten Artists in Worship, Music 
Sunday, Mardi Gras Sunday, Evenings with the 
Minister at the Pub, Innovative Bible Studies 
and outreach to military families who have lost a 
family member. 
 
I am really excited to see how we live into this 
year’s theme. Already, ideas have been pouring 
out from Action Group leaders with ways to 
promote health and wellness.  
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Join us as we begin our 
new church year 
together. Come and 
meet and greet new 

people, catch up with old friends and 
sign up for many volunteer 
opportunities.   The sign up raffle will 
include surprising ways to promote 
health and wellness. 
  

On Rally Sunday, we will end worship with a 
“Wellness Fair” and our traditional raffle for 
volunteer sign-ups.  
 
In addition to raising awareness about our 
bodies and minds through various healing 
mediums, I hope we can also become more  
In-tune with the “artist within” each of us. I 
want to encourage everyone to discover a 
form of art that you are starving to explore. 
Between our spiritual health, our physical 
wellness and our artistic expressions, lets  
share the good news about God’s presence in 
our lives everywhere we go. 
 

So gear up for a year of Trusting God 
and Healing Souls.  The promise is that 
we will become a deeper and more spiritual 
community of faithful Christians. 
 
Peace and love, Rev. Laura 
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Join Rev. Laura Biddle and 
other women from 
Tabernacle Church in this 
lively evening of spiritual 
discernment and laughter!!! 
On Monday, September 20 

at 6:30pm  at Capt’s in Pickering Wharf.   
Please RSVP to Liz in the church office.     
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Join Rev. Laura Biddle and the 
men's community of Tabernacle 
Church at Capt's in Pickering 
Wharf for delightful evening  
of lighthearted conversation. 
 We will meet on Monday, September 27 at 
6:30pm . Please RSVP to Liz in the church 
office.      
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Sept. 12, 2010             Rally Day          
SERMON:      Trusting God, Healing Souls              
SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
            Malachi 4:2; Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells a parable about a shepherd who is 
responsible for 100 sheep. When one is lost, the 
shepherd leaves the 99 to find the lost sheep. 
“Rejoice with me for I have found my sheep that 
was lost!” 
 
Sept. 19, 2010      Children start Sunday school 
                                    Teacher Dedication    
SERMON:      Dishonest or Honest Wealth 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
            1 Timothy 2:1-7 and   Luke 16:1-13 
Jesus talks about money almost as much as the 
Kingdom of God. With our economy in such flux 
and turmoil, we can turn to today’s scripture 
passages for God’s wisdom. Being faithful to 
God at all times, especially regarding money, is 
a spiritual challenge worthy of attention. 
  
Sept. 26, 2010 
SERMON:      Talking about wealth again. 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
            1 Timothy 6:6-19 
            Luke 16:19-31 
This wonderful story about the poor man named  
Lazarus who longed to satisfy his hunger with  
scraps from the rich mans table, sparks our  
imaginations, as well as our guilt. When both  
men find themselves dead and buried, the rich 
man suffers while Lazarus sits comfortably at  
the side of Abraham. The wisdom of Abraham  
for this life is worthy of our attention.         
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We would like to get to 
know you better!  Come to 
our New Member Class on 
Monday, October 4 at 
7:00pm in the Bigleow 
Room.  We will gather with 
wine, sparkling water, 
cheese and fruit as we 

share stories of faith journeys and spiritual 
experiences  with new and long time members 
of Tabernacle Church.  Please plan to come to 
this Annual gathering.  Bring your questions 
about God, church and volunteerism.  
 
On Sunday, October 24 we will welcome you as 
members into the faith and family of Tabernacle 
Church.  Please RSVP to Liz in the church 
office either 978.744.3164 or 
liz@tabernaclechurch.org so that we may get a 
sense of the number of  people attending.   
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Tabernacle Chancel Choir is 
looking for new voices!!! We 
are a fun loving, hard working 

group of merry music makers and there is plenty 
of room for you to join us! We rehearse 
Thursday evenings 7:30-9:00 pm and Sunday 
morning 9:00 -9:45 am for the 10:00 am 
Service.    
 
Come talk with any member for details.  
Come lift your voice during worship.  
Come sing for a week, a season,  
           or the entire year.  
Come with singing experience or noneat all.  
Come and join us in our merry music making.  
 
Valerie S. Peterson  
Music Director  
peterso_09@yahoo.com  
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On Saturday October 16, 
2010 Tabernacle Church 
will celebrate the 2nd 
Annual U2charist, a service 
using the music of the 
popular group U2 in order 
to bring awareness to 
extreme world poverty and 
in support of the United Nation’s Millennium 
Development Goals, a set of 8 goals to reduce 
human suffering by 2015.  These goals include 
a plan for ending extreme poverty by feeding 
the hungry, clean water for all, healing the sick, 
reducing child mortality, improving maternal 
health, school for every child and empowering 
women. All proceeds from the U2charist will 
support Heifer International.  Please join us for a 
wonderful night of community, prayer and 
music.   
See the enclosed flyer on page 4, and please 
post at your local establishments. 
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Sunday September 19th at 11:30 after 
worship (room TBA).  Please come if you are 
interested in helping with music, publicity or 
helping the day of the event.  It was a great time 
last year with all the proceeds benefitting Heifer 
International.  Email Allison Kilcoyne at 
allisonkilcoyne@comcast.net with questions. 
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As the new church year begins, the Deacons 
would like to welcome you back home. This 
September we will continue our spiritual growth 
as Deacons by setting sail on Admiral Jim's sail 
boat. As you may have heard our church theme 
for the upcoming year is Trusting God, Healing 
Souls. During our faith-filled time at sea the 
Deacons will focus on God and the upcoming 
year for our faith community.  
 
This year we are more excited than ever for the 
upcoming Rally Day. Come join us as our 
community discovers new and old ways of 
Trusting God and Healing. As always, if you 
have any celebrations, concerns, prayer 
requests, or suggestions please do not hesitate 
to speak with anyone of us. We look forward to 
seeing you this fall and starting another 
wonderful year of spiritual growth and healing. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Deacons 
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All parents are encouraged to pick up their 
children from their classrooms today.  You will 
be introduced to your child’s teachers and get a 
personal tour of the classroom from your child.  
Come see the materials and some of what your 
child(ren) will be learning this year in Sunday 
school. 
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We are looking for children ages 
5 – 13 who like to sing.  Sign up 
on Rally Day and we will add 
your name to our list.   

The Tidings ~ September 2010  page 5 
 

 

�����0(������1�����
��
���

Would you be interested in doing 
a 6-week session to learn about 
Bible basics such as, “Where 

does one find the Book of Esther?  What is a 
concordance, and how does one use it?  What 
is the difference between the Torah, the books 
of Law, and the Old Testament?  Who are the 
prophets?”  Find the interest sheet on the 
CEAG table at Rally Day and in the Bigelow 
Room during September.  Class will be formed 
mid October.  Open to children grade 4 and up 
and their significant adult, either parent or 
grandparent.  Presented by Christian  
Education Action Group (CEAG). 
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We are looking for youth ages 14 and up who 
would like to go away for a week to serve an 
under privileged neighborhood or town.  Look 
for the interest sign up on Rally Day at the 
CEAG table. 
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What a summer!  This is one 
to remember with all the sun 
and warmth.  Hope you all got 

to go swimming, biking and hiking.   I know I did.  
And Ed’s garden has been plentiful thanks to his 
good care, and God’s grace of warmth and sun, 
and the bees!   Bees are so important to our 
ecosystem.  And their hive and activity are 
analogous to the church family.  We are the 
worker bees working to provide for our queen, 
our God.   
 
At Vacation Bible School we learned about bee 
keeping from Bob Strom.   We learned that 
there are worker bees living in the hive, and a 
queen for each hive.  We learned that we want 
to be ‘bee-lievers” in God and share our faith 
and trust in God with others.  The VBS kids and 
I talked of God being our queen, the one we 
work for.  The kids also got to know Rev. Laura 
this year, and heard several stories from the 
puppets points of view.  They were also visited 
by two women, Deborah from Damascus, and 
Mary, one of the women who visited the empty 
tomb.  45 children ages 3 – 13 enjoyed five 
days of music, crafts, storytelling, games and 
science, and yummy snacks.  We used the 
whole church building for this program.  We had 
a core of 8 adults with us every day, and 2 – 3 
others each day as additional hands.  Thank 
you so much to everyone who helped make this 
year’s VBS the best ever!   I look forward to next 
year with anticipation. 
 
This year the CEAG (Christian Education Action 
Group) is working towards goals and objectives 
for the education of our children.  It will be a 
process as we meet and develop these while 
making sure keep our usual offerings.  We hope 
to have a preliminary report for the congregation 
at the Annual Meeting in January.   
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This fall and early winter you can look forward to 
communion education, the Advent Workshop 
and the Christmas Pageant.   
 
We are also adding a Sunday school Open 
House and a Child/Parent Bible Study.  Look to 
sign up for these offerings on the CEAG table 
on Rally Sunday, September 12. 
 
Our teachers and youth leaders will be leading 
our children and youth in their faith journeys as 
Christians.  There will be much talk of Jesus the 
baby, the boy and his ministry as a man.  They 
will hear and learn stories about prophets, 
kings, and ancient ancestors.  What fun we will 
have.  If you are an adult who would like to learn 
more about the Bible become a teacher or youth 
leader. There is no better way to learn than by 
having to teach.   We offer teaching cycles of 
6 – 8 weeks and team teaching.  Please speak 
with Betsey or email her if you would like more 
information.   
 
Our curriculum is user friendly and lectionary 
based.  The lectionary is a three-year cycle of 
scripture passages that are studied and 
preached about in all Christian churches.  The 
passages are a sampling of what is available in 
the Bible.  Our fist teachers’ training and 
meeting will be Tuesday, September 21,  
6–7:30 PM.  It will include a light supper and 
Bible study led by Rev. Laura. 
 
I can’t wait to see everyone on Sunday, 
September 12 at Rally Day.  Come have some 
ice cream with me!      

 Shalom,  ������  
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Jane Dionne and I have been typing the names 
of children who were baptized in Tabernacle 
Church, with the intention of putting them into 
book form with an index. It has been an interest-
ing procedure, because the names of the people 
since 1745, read like a list of the street names in 
Salem! Using the list of street names in the Street 
Atlas of Metro Boston, and comparing it with our 
many years of family baptisms at Tabernacle, I 
have found the following streets in Salem which 
bear the names of our parishioners! I do not know 
that the streets were named for these particular 
families, but it is interesting to consider that they 
might have had streets named for them as the 
city was still growing and spreading out during 
this time. 
 
One of our Salem historians, Jeanne Stella, has 
frequently put articles in the Salem News about 
how Salem streets were named, and her articles 
are interesting to read. She has done research on 
the names and has given the reason for naming 
the street for that particular person. If you watch 
for her articles you might find some of our Taber-
nacle names listed! 
 
We have had the following families listed: Abbott, 
Adams, Appleton, Beckford, Boardman, Bott, 
Bradford, Briggs, Brown and Buffum. Then there 
were these names: Carpenter, Chandler, Chase, 
Clark, Cloutman, Colby, Crosby, Cross, Derby, 
Devereaux, Dodge, Dow, Downing, Emmerton, 
Felt, Flint, Foster, Fowler, Gardner, Glover, Goo-
dell, Goodhue, Grant and Green. Continuing: 
Harrison, Hathorne, Hayward, Herbert, Hodges, 
Horton, Howard, Ives, Jefferson, Leach, Leavitt, 
Lee, Manning, Mason, Messervey, Nichols, 
Northey, Ober, Osborne, Osgood, Palmer, 
Phelps, Pickering, Pickman, Pierce, Pope, Porter, 
Pratt, Preston, Putnam, Ropes, Rust, Safford,  
Shillaber, Skerry, Southwick and Symonds. And 
ending with Thorndike, Upton, Vinnin,  
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Ward, Warner, Waters, Webb, Webster, West, 
White, Williams and Woodbury!  
 
Several of the names are well known and were 
very prominent in our church. Dudley Leavitt 
was a minister from 1745-1762 and was married 
to Mary Pickering.  
 
During his ministry the church was still called 
The Third Church of Christ in Salem, and they 
had several children baptized during his minis-
try. We have a copy of his portrait, made from 
one which still hangs in the Pickering House on 
Broad Street. It was given to our church by the 
Pickering family. 
 
I suspect Pickering Street was so named be-
cause of the most famous Timothy Pickering, 
who actually attended our church but was one 
of the fourteen “aggrieved brethren” who left 
Tabernacle in 1774 to found the South Church. 
They were very unhappy with the minister at 
that time, Nathaniel Whitaker, who was govern-
ing the church as a Presbyterian Church!   
 
The Woodbury family was a prominent one at 
Tabernacle for many years and I suspect the 
street may have been named for someone in 
that family. Another well known name was Ne-
hemiah Adams, a renowned carpenter who had 
a shop somewhere near where the Hawthorn 
Hotel stands. Some of his work was shown at 
the Peabody Essex Museum during the display 
of Samuel McIntire. His chairs were beautiful 
and we have one in our historical room which he 
made for his granddaughter when the family 
pew was not large enough for everyone to fit 
into when they came to church! 
 
You may find other street names that I have 
missed, or you may know why a street was 
named and we can add to our history with your 
information. 
 
Kay Piemonte 
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September 12 - In loving 
memory of John 
McArthur by his wife, 
Virginia McArthur. 
 
September 19 - In loving 

memory of Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Carter by  
Annette & Bob Carter.  
 
September 26 - In loving memory of our  
parents and our daughter Debbie by Sue and 
Wayne Earley. 
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The following members and 
friends are celebrating  
birthdays this month. 
 
1         Amy Grover 
1         Jennifer Santo 

           2         Sara Patch 
           3         Tania Skeffington 
           3         Will Parr 
           5         Brad Harrison 
           6         Ellen White 
           11       Rebecca Bennett 
           11       Peter Holtz 
           11       Dakota DeRoin 
           14       Erin van de Stadt 
           15       Joel Richardson 
           16       Cindy Phelan  
           17       Raeleen George 
           17       Asia Mehlenbacher 
           19       Brianna Bennett 
           19       Teresa O’Hara 
           20       Marlayna Schmidt 
           23       David Ives 
           23       Grace E. Tanch 
           26       Charles Parthum 
           28       Bradley McAlpine 
           28       Noreen Nelson 
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The church steeple is lighted for the month of 
September in Loving memory of 
Our Parents and our Daughter  
Deborah A. Earley by Wayne, Sue and 
Brian Earley. 
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The Tabernacle Women’s Association will be 
meeting again on September 21st, Tuesday,  at 
10:30 in the Bigelow Room.  Pauline Hurder will 
be the hostess.  Join us while we catch up on 
what our friends did over the summer vacation . 
Bring a sandwich; dessert and coffee will be 
provided. 
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Joel Richardson will be 
arranging 2 separate Holi-
day Trips this year.  Mark 
your calendars for….”A 
Christmas Carol” at the 
North Shore Music Thea-
ter, Sunday, December 5 
at 2PM, tickets will be in the $40.00 
range.       ...….”Holiday Pops” will be held on 
Sunday, December 26 at 3PM, tickets are 
$27.00.   If you would like to attend one or both 
of these events please email Joel at joelrichard-
son@verizon.net.   
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Our special thanks to ...Marcia 
Olsson, Nancy Savy, Noreen Nel-
son,  Tania Skeffington, George 
and Ricardo for helping Amy 
Grover with the June Mission 
Meal.   


