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Have you ever ended a day in your life thinking to 
yourself, “Oops, I barely remember some parts of 
today. Where was I in my own life?” 
 
Now this could be a symptom of aging, the same 
one many of us including me, are afflicted with. 
My father and younger siblings lovingly call it 
CRS. And they tell me that I am the first child in 
the family to rapidly join the community of people 
afflicted with this.  
 
But I think there is more than aging in this OOPS. 
I think that we spend much of our time living in 
the past or in the future – and we miss some of 
the best parts of the present. We allow our minds 
to be weapons of worry and regret, and we give 
enormous amounts of power to what has already 
happened or what has not happened at all. 
 
Pentecost is the season of right now;  a 
season of being filled with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
In the UCC we call this our “Ordinary Season.” 
I think the challenge of Pentecost is to see the 
extraordinary in the everyday, moment-to-
moment ordinary. We are challenged by our faith 
tradition, to engage in the spiritual practice of 
noticing the Holy Spirit with new eyes throughout 
our day.  
 
Pentecost means noticing and recognizing 
pleasure and passion right smack dab in the 
middle of your life. This is a gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
It’s never too late to stop saying OOPS!  
 
In the Spirit of pleasure and passion, 
Rev. Laura 
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We ask that ALL  Chairs of 
Action Groups (or a 
representative) attend the 
June Council Meeting on Tuesday, 
June 8 from 7:00pm-8:00pm for the 
2010/2011 All  Action Group Planning 
Meeting, with Liz Nelson  in the Bigelow 
Room.   Please bring with you your Action 
Group dates of monthly meetings, dates of 
special events, dates of fund raisers and 
holiday happenings.  We want to make sure 
these dates get put on the “official church 
calendar!”  Please plan to attend this very 
important meeting.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Liz  in the office.   

Our Annual  
All Church Picnic  

Will be held on June 13 at 12:00pm 
at the home of Ed & Betsey Bennett, 

90 Orne Street, Cabot Farm  
in Salem.   

Everyone is invited for a  
cookout and softball game.  Please 

remember to bring a salad or dessert 
to share with others as well as a 
blanket or beach chair to sit on.   

Hamburgers, hot dogs and a 
beverage will be provided.  Come 

and enjoy an afternoon of fun  
and fellowship! 
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June 6, 2010            Music Sunday 
Come feel the passion our talented choir 
members have about music.  They will  perform 
many varieties of  music during this Music 
Sunday Service. 
            
June 13, 2010 - CONFIRMATION SUNDAY!  
Scripture Lessons: 
           Galatians 1:11-24 

Luke 7:11-17 
Sermon: Message in the Hymns 
  
June 20, 2010          Father’s Day 
Scripture Lessons: 

Matt 6:9-13 
Luke 11:1-4 

Sermon: The Lord’s Prayer 
                                              

June 27, 2010  
 Sermon: Church is Where You Are! 
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HAWC Walk  
Team Tabernacle did a 
great job representing 
Tabernacle Church 
Missions with our giving 
hearts, feet and wallets...
we had over 30 walkers, 
with multiple pledges, raising $1,482 for 
HAWC's important work.  
 
Lifebridge Monthly Dinners  
Thank you to our cooks and servers in the past 
months. We count on our "seasoned" helpers 
each month to make it happen... and it's great to 
see new volunteers joining the crew and 
stepping up to offer to be cooks and assistants. 
The Lifebridge community is always very 
grateful.   Join us in July and August...we are 
still looking for cooks for the summer months...
Can you help on the 4th Monday of the month 
between 5:30-7pm? Contact Jane Kelly at 
jskelly29@aol.com or 781-631-8453 
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Please Teas me this summer!    
I want to gather with groups of 
people for relaxed conversations 
over teas on any one of the 
following dates: 
June 21, 22, 24, 28, 29 anytime 
between 10:00am and 1:00pm.  
July 12, 13, 15 anytime between  
          10:00am and 1:00pm.    
August 23, 24, 26 – same time.    
To schedule a TEA, please call the office. 
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Let’s get our bodies moving!  After church on 
Sundays at beginning July 11 at 9:30, join me 
for a one-hour power walk through Salem. Bring 
your walking clothes and shoes to church.  And 
be prepared to walk fast and hard!  
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This year we will meet Jesus as a young boy 
visiting the temple, we will help Jesus feed a 
large crowd, we will watch as Jesus raises 
Jairus’s daughter from the dead, we will greet 
the women at the tomb, and we will be with 
Peter when god rescues him form jail.  Of 
course we will make fun crafts, sing groovy 
songs, eat yummy snacks, and play fun 
games.  We are open to any ages 3–14.  
Tweens will lead our groups from activity to 
activity.  Teens will help the adults with lead 
the activities.  Sign up in the Bigelow Room or 
see Betsey to volunteer.  The cost is $25.00 
and includes a CD of our songs for the week 
and a T-shirt with the theme and dates.  We 
will conclude our week by sharing what we’ve 
learned with the parents and guardians on 
Friday, 12–12:30 PM. 
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Betsey will hold a planning meeting for ALL 
VBS volunteers on Monday, June 14 at 
7:15pm at the church.  Please make sure to 
attend this important meeting. 
 
 

 
CEAG will meet on Thursday,  

June 3 at 7:30pm. 
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Our 2010 College  
Graduates are: 

 Lindsey Levenson 
   From Harvard Divinty 

     Jake Maynard 
           From Stockbridge School 
                  of Agriculture  
                    Erin White 
          From Salem State College 
                  Dana Strom 
           From Wheaton College 
             John Taubeneck 
            From St. John’s College 

 
 

Our 2010 High School  
Gradates are 

Salem High:  
           David Karam 
Hamilton-Wenham:  
           Catherine MacLean  
Newburyport High:  
           Asia Mehlenbacher  
 

Our Best Wishes  
to All 2010  

Graduates!!!!!!   WAY TO GO!!!!! 
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Reverend Biddle is looking for children to help 
her with summer worship on the following 
Sundays: June 27, July 11, August 22, August 
29 and September 5.  If your child is interested 
in helping Rev. Biddle please contact the church 
office for more information. 
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 We continue with Sites of 
Meetinghouses and 
Churches…. 

 
In 1738 the disorganization and strife seemed to 
have quieted down and Mr. John Sparhawk 
preached more or less regularly at the First Church.  
In April, many of the members of that church "met to 
form a confederacy for the maintaining of public 
worship", in the old meetinghouse.  Several times 
the members of First Church and ours tried to settle 
their differences but it was not to be." 
            In 1745 Mr. Dudley Leavitt was called to 
preach and he specified that Mr. Fiske must 
definitely be dismissed first. 
            At the time of the ordination of Mr. Leavitt a 
great commotion took place and the congregation 
was forced to retire to "Mr. Kitchin's garden" to have 
the ordination "under and apple tree"!  On the 1700 
map of Salem Mr. Kitchin's land is on the south side 
of Essex St. where Beckford St. now crosses Essex 
St. 
            " The designation of the name First Church 
became very confusing.  For about 20 years the 
society which was later to be called Tabernacle and 
which left the "21 aggrieved brethren" in the "Great 
Meeting-House", claimed the title by virtue of greater 
numbers.  As years went by these left behind were 
designated "Confederate Church" but by 1762 a final 
compromise was made, that the organization 
meeting on the original site was the acknowledged 
First Church.  The other was to be the "Third 
Church". Church silver owned at the time of 
separation was divided, as well as interest in land 
owned from early times by the First Church."  
            On October 6, 1774, a great fire destroyed a 
large section of Salem.  No mention is made of the 
meetinghouse on Essex St. until the great fire.  
"Colonel Peter Fry's warehouses stood on Essex 
St., then called King's Street, nearly opposite Barton 
Square and at about three o'clock in the morning it 
was found to be on fire."   
 
It was soon burning fiercely and spread to Doctor 
Whitaker's meetinghouse next east of it, and so from 
building to building till the corner of what is now 
Washington St. (then called School St.) and Essex 
St. The fire was a great loss to Salem.  Besides  
Dr. Whitaker's church, the customhouse, eight 
dwellings, and fourteen shops, stores and barns 
were destroyed. 
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           At about this time there was a new crisis in 
the Third Church.  After all the problems under Mr. 
Fiske the church had settled down under the years 
of Revs. Dudley Leavitt and John Huntington, but 
Mr. Whitaker, upon his settlement in the church, had 
convinced the congregation to adopt his form of 
government.  Unfortunately the parishioners did not 
realize that his "form" was Presbyterian!  When they 
realized their mistake some forty or fifty families 
withdrew and formed a new society.  The form of 
Presbyterian government actually remained for 
eleven years in the Third Church. 
           After the meetinghouse burned Dr. Whitaker 
thought that the new church should be a model of 
Whitefield's church in London. 
           "Those who left Dr. Whitaker were a pretty 
prominent group, and included Benjamin Ropes, 
Timothy Pickering, Jr., John Gardner, Daniel 
Cheever and several others.  After the church 
burned they met in the Assembly House on 
Cambridge St. and finally purchased it.  There they 
worshipped till in 1804 they build the very beautiful 
MacKintire Church, which, the older people in Salem 
remember, was burned about thirty-five years ago.  
This society claimed the title of the "Third Church" 
just as Dr. Fiske had claimed the title of the "First 
Church" but eventually it organized as " The 
Proprietors of the New South Meeting House." 
Dr. Whitaker, with his remaining flock met in the 
schoolhouse until the framework of a new building 
was well underway, "and early in 1777, without 
plaster on the walls, without pews, pulpit, bell or any 
possible comfort, a portion of the enthusiastic 
congregation gathered on the site of the present 
Tabernacle Church.  Funds from London had helped 
Dr. Whitaker and the lines of Whitefield's Tabernacle 
had been copied; so the new meeting house came 
to be called "The Tabernacle" and the name "Third 
Church" which had never been wholeheartedly 
adopted, was discarded." 
 
______________________________ 
 
 
Stay tuned next month for a new installment of  
Did You Know... 
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June 6:  In honor of our  
Families,  by Ken, Jean, Emery, 
Scott-Glenn and Grace E. Tanch. 
 

June 13:  In honor of Eric and Bob’s  
Birthday’s  by Jen Strom.   
 
June 20:  Happy Birthday to Ian Carter and 
Happy Father’s Day to all Father’s from the 
Carter Family. 
 
June 27:  In loving memory of Walter & Lucy 
Lewis, Linda Lewis & Barbara Hamilton  
Newell from Brenda Lewis. 
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The church steeple is lighted 
for the month of June in 
celebration of Ian Carter’s 
Birthday, with Love from his 
family. 
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The Tabernacle Women’s Association will be 
holding their spring luncheon at the Lyceum 
Restaurant on June 15, Tuesday, at noon.  If 
you are an attending member of TWA, a 
reservation will be made for you.  If you are not 
able to attend, please call Jane Dionne as soon 
as possible. 
 
TWA will be donating $500 to the St Joseph 
Food Pantry at Immaculate Conception Church 
and to the Food Pantry at the Unitarian Church.  
This has been our practice for several years; at 
our May meeting we voted to continue our local 
giving as long as we are financially able to do 
so.   
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The following 
members and 
friends  are 
celebrating 
birthdays this 
month: 

�
2        Wayne Earley 
2        Cecilia McAlpine 
4        Edward Bennett 
5        Cindy Diminture 
8        Francheska Schaufler 
12      Catherine MacLean 
13      Eric Strom 
14      Emma Currier-Dougherty 
14      Kelsey Currier-Dougherty  
14      Ian Carter 
14      Rossana Francis 
14      Erin White 
16      Bob  Strom 
17      Tracy Morin 
17      Ahna Mehlenbacher 
18      Linda Vaughan 
18      Denise Turner 
19      David Cabral  
20      Maire MacLean 
21      Allison Kelly 
24      Hannah Dionne 
26      Joseph Twohig 
27      Brenda Lewis 
27      Karen Murray 
28      Patty Scanlan 
29      Thomas Davin 
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July 11 ~ Rev. Laura 
July 18 ~ Tina Walker-Morin 
July 25 ~  
          Catherine MacLean 
August 1 ~ Barbara Bowman 
August 8 ~ Gary Santo 
August 15 ~ Jim Dillon 
 


