
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
On Christmas Eve, a good long six months ago, 
we sang and I preached about STARS. On that 
night of celebrating the birth of Jesus, we turned 
our attention to the stars that illuminated the 
night and announced the coming of Christ. Stars 
in the winter sky remind us that light overcomes 
darkness; and his birth heralds this spiritual 
truth.  
 
Yesterday I met with someone in the hospital 
who was feeling afraid for her life. Seven 
surgeries in one year have left her weary. She 
said that she wanted to feel LIGHT instead of 
darkness. I suggested we invite Jesus to her 
bedside. She proceeded to tell him that she 
wanted to feel the warmth of his light and the 
tingle of his touch. She offered him her wounds 
for healing. Light was invited to overcome 
darkness. 
 
During these summer months, we almost take 
LIGHT for granted because we have such an 
abundance of it. When the stars come out after 
a full day of sunshine, we notice them without a 
sense of the longing we have in December. 
 
Mary Oliver is a poet who hears the sounds of 
the universe and translates them into poem. In 
this poem “Stars” she inspires a meditation on 
the “tiny noises” of the universe: 
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Cont. on page 2 
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Summer 
preachers are 
listed below. 

  
 

 
July 11:         Reverend Laura, Preaching 
 
July 18:         Tina Walker-Morin, Preaching 
 
July 25:         Catherine MacLean, Preaching 
 
August 1:      Jim Dillon, Preaching 
 
August 8:      Gary Santo, Preaching 
 
August 15:    Barbara Bowman, Preaching 
 
August 22 & 29:  Rev. Laura, Preaching 
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Please Teas me this 
summer!    
I want to gather with groups of 
people for relaxed 
conversations over teas on any 
one of the following dates: 
July 12, 13, 15 anytime 
between 10:00am and 1:00pm.    
August 23, 24, 26 – same time.    
To schedule a TEA, please call the office. 
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Let’s get our bodies moving!  After church on 
Sundays at beginning July 11 at 10:30am, join 
me for a one-hour power walk through Salem. 
Bring your walking clothes and shoes to church.  
And be prepared to walk fast and hard!  
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The beginning of Psalm 148 is another 
wonderful poem about looking to the universe 
for a touch of God’s glorious LIGHT: 
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During these summer months, when light is 
abundant and God’s creatures are thriving all 
around us, look to the stars to remind you about 
compassion and love. Let God’s tiny noises in 
the universe speak to your heart and bring you 
joy and peace. 
 
God bless you.  
Rev. Laura 
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This year we will meet Jesus as a young boy visiting the temple, we will help Jesus feed a large 
crowd, we will watch as Jesus raises Jairus’s daughter from the dead, we will greet the women at 
the tomb, and we will be with Peter when god rescues him form jail.  Of course we will make fun 
crafts, sing groovy songs, eat yummy snacks, and play fun games.  We are open to any ages 3–
14.  Tweens will lead our groups from activity to activity.  Teens will help the adults with lead the 
activities.  Sign up in the Bigelow Room or see Betsey to volunteer.  The cost is $25.00 and 
includes a CD of our songs for the week and a T-shirt with the theme and dates.  We will conclude 
our week by sharing what we’ve learned with the parents and guardians on Friday, 12–12:30 pm 
To register call 978-744-3164, or download a registration form at www.tabernaclechurch.org  
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These are only a few of the 
exciting events 
happening at Tabernacle 
Church this fall.  
Stay tune to future 
newsletters for more  
information. 
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We ask that all chairs of Actions Groups 
and/or a representative attend this important 
Meeting to plan our exciting Rally Day 
Sunday! 
 
                   Rally Day Sunday -~  
         September 12 @ 10:00am ~  
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September 19 ~ Volunteer Appreciation Day 
 
September 20 @ 6:30pm ~ God Girls Making 
Connections (formally know as Women’s Night 
Our) at Capt’s on the Waterfront.   
 
September 27: @ 6:30pm -~Men U-Nite 
(formally known as Men’s Night) at Capt’s on 
the Waterfront. 
 
October 4 @ 7:00pm ~ New Members Class 
with Wine and Cheese.  (watch for details in 
September) 
 
October 16 @ 7:00pm ~ U2charist  
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The following members and 
friends are celebrating birthdays 
during July and August: 
 
July:  
          1         Claire Bailey 
          5         Marjorie Ives 
          11       Whitney Peterson 
          13       Candace DeRoin 
          16       Dolores Zienlinski 
          17       Patricia Michaud 
          17       Denise Tucker 
          19       William van de Stadt 
          22       Chloe Burge 
          26       Olivia Hauber 
          27       Nancy Lutts 
          28       Will Maier 
          29       Bridget Ayers 
          30       Barbara Bowman 
          30       CJ Lutts 
 
August: 
          8         Tina Walker 
          9         Patty Dillon 
          11       Bob Strauss 
          13       Joseph Parr 
          17       Alice Bonney 
          18       Sean Curtin 
          23       Emery Tanch 
          24       Madeleine Lutts 
          25       Jack LaBelle 
          26       Iris Kamon 
          26       Scott Grover 
          26       Ashley Skeffington 
          27       Rosemary Strom 
          27       Shelly Sweeney 
          28       Joyce Pass 
          29       Ed Skeffington 
          30       Madison Santo 
          30       Stephanie Speicher 
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The Church Steeple is lighted 
for the month of July in loving 
memory of Bill Olsson by his 
family.   
 
The Church Steeple is lighted 
for the Month of August in 

loving memory of My Parents, Larry & Mary 
Allen and my Husband, Duncan by Julia 
McInnes. 
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The Board of Trustees 
and our Sexton, Eric 
Morin would like to 
Thank Ron Harrison 
for generously donating 
a much needed lawn 
mower to the church.   
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The Tabernacle Women’s Association will be 
taking the summer off and meeting again on 
September 21st, Tuesday,  at 10:30 in the 
Bigelow Room.  Have a great summer and 
consider joining us in the fall. 
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Sunday after Sunday we thank Reverend Laura 
for her inspirational sermons and we thank 
Valerie, Raeleen and the choir for their 
wonderful music.  These thank you words are 
surely deserved but there is one other person 
we need to thank.  Every Sunday Joel 
Richardson sits in the balcony and records our 
service.  These services can be seen by Salem 
residents on Salem Access TV, Channel 3, 
every Wednesday at 2PM.  Thank you Joel for 
providing this wonderful gift for people who 
would miss “going to church” were it not for 
your efforts.   


